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’I‘he owners of this histone three-story Old
Louisville home wanted 2 master suite that would
serve ms i personal retrear, but also wanted o main-
tain the style of the house, in keeping with its well-
lovied Victorian neighborhood. 1t was a major chal-
lenge for remodeler Todd Stengel 1o conven a third
floor two-bedrommdone batlefMliciency Kitchen apart-
ment into & modern master suite. including bedroom.
buth, sitting area, closet and laundry, and 1o add an
elevator as well, 1o keep the third Aoor aceessible to
the owners for many years (o eome

The third fieor’s lower ceilings and angled walls,
defined by the home's roofline and structural sup-
ports. contrast with the space in the traditional 19h
century first and second foors of the house, Stengel
memporated these structural features into the design,
which emphasizes harmony, balanee and simplicity,
in keeping with the principles of Zen, which the own-
ers wanted to emphasize. The new space also lends
itself 1o the anthe ewners plan o display.

Following demolition of the old third foor apart-
it M area was custom (ramed and wired for three-
inch recessed lighting throughout. The stairwell to this
area from the rest of the house incorportes exposed
brick wall discovered during the demolition, and a
raised ceiling 1o cresile 8 more open leeling,

The bedroom’s rounded interior comers provide
soft, Mowing lines and are consistent with similar
interior structiure throughout the howse. One and one-
half inch red ook hardwood Noors i the wmet. bed-
room, close and elevator entrance areas match origi-
nal Moorsan the rest of the house. and new casing and
baseboands were constructed as exact replicas of the
eriginals,

The 238-square (oo bedroom leatures mahogany
drghed windows that are architecterally identical 10
ihe originals, with Benjamin Moore Chesteriown
BulT on the walls. The adjoining sitting romm, 11
feet in diameter and providing 95 square feet of
space, is in the turrel, and features Marvin replice-
ment windows, a commissioned lighting fixture
by Brooke White of Flame Ron. and a Aat screen
TV with surround sound. The walls are Benjamin
Moorne Fraser Fir

Fhe mastér bath is 176 square feet, and featiires
Amerdcan (Mean San Martino Porcelain foor tile in
Rosso on the floor, in the shower and in place ol tra-
ditional haseboards. American Qlean Candilars Eng-
lish Ivy glass tile is featured in the dporless shower,
and the tub room features a 68-inch cast iron pedesial
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1464 St. James Court, 40208

Renovation of Third Floor including Master Bedroom,

Master Bath, Closet, Laundry and Sitting Area

b and a rounded wall with a shell’ lopped by Rivje
Alicanie hened marble.

His and hers vanitics are custom designed, and
make use of 110-year-old recknimed poplar wood
preservesd from the demolition of the third floor. Her
vanity featuresa 17-ineh round white porcelnin sink
with oil-rubbed branee finished fixtures. His vanity
features an’ undermounted bammered copper bowl
highlighted with a Honey onyx countertop from
Pakistan, which is underfit 1o create an unusual light-
ing effect.

Arched passageways lead from the hathroom arca
1w the 198-=guare (oot closet/utility space and the ¢l-
evirtor vestibule, The wiility space Features a U-Line
Eehelim Clewr Combe jee maker/refrigerator and a
Miele staek washerfdryer unit. A 12-ineh rownd under-
mounted hammered copper sink and Brazlian Wild
West Gircen granile countertops are featured here.

The elevator, which was incorporated while the
remotdeling project was in progress, is ina 40-foot
shiaft buill s an exterior addition o the house inoor
der 1o preserve the integniy of the iterwr space. 1t
was a particular challenge to work within the con-
fined space of the howses on SU James Court. Permis-
sion was granted by peighbors ty temporarily remove
fencing and create o workspace i an adjoining lot,
Additional approval from e Lousville Landmarks
Commission was also obtained before this partion of
construction could begin.

The elevator shafl hooses a dormer window that
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replieates the original third Moor dormer a1 each of
the three Noor levels. and is also accessible (includ-
ing by wheelchair] from the exterior of the house,
The custom scenic elévator car incorpomtes i win-
dow that allows riders w see outside, and music plays
hrough a euston sound system on the 45-sedamd ride
trom thie ground 1o the third Aoor.

A Marvin door in the elevator entramce area on the
third fleor leadds 1o an S0-syuare fool rool-top termace
designed when the elevator installntion made i nec-
essary to creale a new mof area, featuring long-last-
ing copper roofing and gultens.
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